By MIKE SAWOHUK_, Vice President, Enviro-Soluticns

The Canadian cleaning industty has
been eager to understand Green clean-
ing and, taking that an important step
turther, to implement it in the facilities
they maintain. Iypically, it is the end-
use customer who inittally requests that

: envmonmenta]ly preferable cleaning tools, products

and procedures be used in a facility. But many Ca-

nadian cleaning contractors have taken the first step

by approaching their clients and suggesting that

Green cleaning is healthier cleaning, is more envi-

ronmentally responsible, and is the future of clean-
ing, This is definitely a feather in the cap of the

Canadian cleaning industry.

However, as T always tell our distribu-
tors, Green cleaning is a joutney: there is
really no end point. As such, let us review
some of the principles of Green cleaning
and address some new developments in
its evolution,

Whatis Green Cleaning?

We can define Green cleaning as a clean-
g process that is both effective and pro-
tective of health and the envitonment. It
is the use of cleaning chemicals, tools and
equipment, procedures and frequencies that
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work very well but have reduced negative
impact on the user, building occupants and
the environment. '

What Makes Chemicals Green?

Being able to cleatly define what makes
the cleaning chenical green is one of the
hallimarks of the Green movement. At one
time people promoted environmentally
preferable cleaning products without any-
one cleatly defining what they are or, worse,
every manufacturer, distributor or end user
having a different definition. The confu-
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sion likely stalemated the entire journey.
These days, 2 product is proven Green if it
has been rested by an independent, third-
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party organization and found to meet spe-
cific standards, critetia established by cred-
ible certification organizations such as
EcoLogo™, Green Seal®, or DE, the US.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Design
for the Environment program.

What are Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) and Why Are They anlssue in
Green Cleaning?

VOCs are made up of carbon, oxygen,
hydrogen, chlorine and other compounds
that vapourize or can form gases that are
released into the air. Essentially, they cause
indoor air pollution. They are found in all
kinds of products from glue and paint to
carpeting and wallpaper. The big concern
about VOCs is that they can be harmful to
human health, especially children’s health.
For a cleaning product to be Green certi-
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fied, it typically rust have no or very low
amounts of VOCs.

Are there Green-certified equivalents
for all cleaning chemicals?

The industry is getting closer to having
a Green product for every need. At one
time, sorne leaders in North Amertica’s pro-
tessional cleaning industry predicted that
by now 80 per cent of the chemicals mar-
keted would be conventional and only 20
per cent would be Green. What we ate see-
ing is the opposite is true. About 80 per
cent or motre of the chemicals most com-
monly used for cleaning have Green-certi-
fied equivalents. Floor finishes has been
one of the few areas where some manu-
facturers are sl finding it difficult to de-
velop a more environmentally preferable
equivalent that performs as well and is com-
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petitive int price to traditional alternatives.
However, some finishes are now available
that are cerified, effective and, it some
cases, perform even better than their con-
ventional counterparts, although they are
still a bit more expensive.

Dor’t all Green cleaning chemicals
perform about the same?

The answer is a big NO. Do 2l conven-
tional cleaning chemicals perform the same?
Again, the answer is no, Cleaning contrac-
tors should put the different Green clean-
ing chemicals to a challenge and see how
well they perform in the locations they clean.
Are they cost effective? Are they easy to
use? This is one of many areas where a
distributor who is known as the local
“Green cleaning expert’” can really come in

Comined On Page 22
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handy. He or she will likely be attuned to
the different Green products available and
which work best in which sitzatons.

Are anly chemicals Green?

Certainly not anymore. Floor machines
are now available that are effective using
justwater in many basic cleaning situations.
Others are designed so that the operator
can switch between chemical and water
while cleaning, minimizing the amount of
chemical necessary, which it may be, espe-
cially when performing more difficult
floorcare tasks. Extractors are also getting
Greener. The Carpet and Rug Institute,
through its Seal of Approval program, has
established fairly stringent criteria that re-
quire carpet extractors to meet certain per-
formance and moisture-removal standards
50 that carpets dry faster. Typically, these
are low-moisture machines designed to
help catpets dry within approximately two
hours. And lest we forget, vacuum clean-
ers with HEPA or high-filtration filters are
also a key component of the Green clean-
ing arsenal.

22 Sanitation €anada - JULY / AUCUST 2011

Contined From Page 21

What are bioenzymatic cleaning
chemicals, and are they Green?

Bicenzymatic cleaners are products spe-
cifically formulated to dispose of soils
safely, economically and rapidly. They con-
tain the necessary blend of specific enzymes
and benevolent bacteria to digest chemical
and organic waste that would normally cre-
ate odors and feed germs. These microot-
ganisms and enzymes, as they do in na-
ture, break down the waste, converting it
into two basic compounds: carbon diox-
ide and water.

Some of these are Green, and some are
not. To determine whether a bioenzymatic
cleaning product is certified Green, look
for the certification label or marking of one
of the certification organizations men-
tioned eatliet, as would be the case with
any Green-certified cleaning produet. -

Are hioenzymatic and biorenewable
cleaning chemicals the same?

No. They are actually subcategories of
bio-based cleaning chemicals. As the name
implies, a biorenewable cleaning chemical

is made from renewable ingredients such
as cotn, soy of other agricultural products,
A bioenzymatic cleaning chemicals, as we
defined earlier, is made from bacteria and
enzymes that not only clean a surface but
also eat away at bacteria, grease, microos-
ganisms and other contarninants. Because
of this, bioenzymatic cleaners ate excellent
for eliminating odors from tile and grout
areas and continue to work for as long as
80 hours after they have been applied to a
sutface. Bioenzymatic cleaners are a specific
subset of biorenewable but, depending
upon the type and amount of surfactant
and fragrance used, may or may not meet
the USDA criteria for Bio-Preierred. And
again, for both bioenzymatic and
biorenewable, ensure the product is Green
certified.

Can lists of ingredients be found on al Green
cleaning products?

Not at this time. Some manufacturers
such as Enviro-Solutions do disclose 100
per cent of the ingredients. But Stephen
Ashkin, president of The Ashkin Group
and commonly known as the “father of
Green cleaning,” is advocating that all clean-
ing products, Green and conventional, list
all key ingredients.* With this information
in hand, users can select Green and con-
ventional cleaning products based on
whete they are used. For instance, some
products may not be the most suitable for
locations where small children are present
but may work petfectly well in office-type
environments. Simply knowing what is it
the product helps users make more in-
formed decisions, which can protect their
health as well as the health of the facilites
they clean.

* Note that the full ingredients and for-

mula must be disclosed to the certification

bodies.

Visit us on the Internet o WEIN SARTHsHoncenada.com

*




