FOCUS ON HOUSEKEEPING/MAINTENANCE

Are your cleaners
‘green’ or mean?

By Roborl Kravits

Iy, Stl:p]'lcﬂ Ashbkin is knaown as the

“facher of preen cleaning.” He and
his f.un:iul[ing organization, The Ashkin
Giroup, began advocaring the use of envi-
ronmentally preferable cleaning produces
nearly 20 years ago, when maost in the
indusery belboved green cleaning was, at
best, a passing fancy.

Jump ahead v woday and green cleaning
anil the use of environmenrally preferable
1.'|t'.1|1'|l'|ﬁ products, eoeols dnd equipment
have become essentially the norm in the
pmfculiuml cleaning industre Mow Ash-
kin and others are suggesting thar chemi-
cal manulaciurers ke a step hurther and
fully disclose all the ingredients in bods
green and convegtional chemical formula-
vignas. Currently this information is sog
r:|.|qu! on the material ul":r_l.r dara sheers
thar accompany all cleaning chemicals

Iu the professional deaning indus-

Thea issue of full ingredient
disclosure

o g ity
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sold in the United Scaves. Typically, only
tlbose ll'LEl'llelLﬂl‘.'r that may he hazardous
or cause injury, especially if handled or
used improperly, are cataloged, Further-
mere, ity been discovered diar even if a
chemical is green certifaed or meens cur-
rens green standards, ivmay sill conain
i||15|'¢|i'|1‘.'r'|1.'. that could erigger negative
reactinns or health concemns, spechally
for thowe with weskened immune sstems
wich s the elderly,

“The goal ix simiply preater mansparency,”
Ashkin says. *[Ingredient dischosure] would
|'.|E||.'l consumers and end opromers make
miore thoughful decisions when it eomes
to chemical selection.” For the mast parr,
full disclosure encompasses the following:

* Identifying key ingredients in all clean-
ing chemicals”

“homa ingradianis are ussd in e manulaihring

process buf are nol in the Snizhed product, Tese weould
nol necaszaryy need 10 b= listed,

* Identifying ingredients thar while
tl'l'-'l.tl:HIlnL-r:L:.l.l}' preterable, may pose s
health concern, especially for children
and alder indivicduals

= Maring the ingredients thar while
effective and green, may not be suited
for use in a school, medical cener oe
long-term care facilicy

The discasure comncept is cermainly moc
new, More than 700 years ago. English
prvernment aificials, concerned that
bakers were using a variery of undisclosed
Lingredients such as ground beans and
peas o maks bread, required thar they
st what was (6 the bread they mnde and
sold. However, the regulaton did not ban
the wie of alternative ingredienss and, in
fact, it helped lower the cost of the bread.
"It simply ker conssrmess know whar was
in the bread rhey were selecting for dhelr
Families,” explains Axhkin, "Knowing
whar [was] in the bread helped them
chiwae accordingly,” (hee sidebar "The
issue oof full ingredient disclosure.”)

WHAT ABOUT STEAM?

While same in the professional deaning
industry are advocaring full discloomre
programs, others are thinking even bigper
by asking whether surfaces can be ¢leaned
without the wse of any chemicals,

In many cases, depending on the type
of cleaning sk to be performed, the
answer b ves. Por instance, steam clean-
ing, systems are proving o be effecrive ac
not only cleaning surfaces but in some
cases sanitizing and deodorizing them as
well. This can apply 1o cleaning of walls,
tile and prous in shower areas, restroom
fixrures, countess, foodservice arss, bed
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