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Just as with steps to reduce energy and fuel consumption, new technologies in water conservation are helping us
tremendously. Today’s restroom fixtures are using far less water than those manufactured twenty or more years
ago, and no-water systems, such as waterless urinals, are finding greater acceptance. Further, everything from
lightbulbs to cars are now designed to use less energy and fuel.

However, especially when it comes to reducing water consumption, it is going to take more than just new
technologies to reduce usage. It is going to take an entirely new mind-set toward how we view our most precious
natural resource. To make this change, people around the world must be educated on how to use water more
responsibly and, possibly more importantly, why being water responsible is necessary.

An old Chinese proverb exemplifies this need for education:

- If you are planning one year ahead, sow seeds.

- If you are planning 10 years ahead, plant trees.

- But if you are planning 100 years ahead, educate the people.
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Eduggtingipeople on water conservation is more crucial now than ever before. At a Soil and Water Conservation
Conference held a couple of years ago, Patrick Lucey, a Canadian water expert, made a comment that
reverberated throughout the gathering. He said that “the [world’s] future will be written in water ... and not ink.”

What he meant is that with populations swelling and the demand for water increasing significantly, world powers
will become more protective of their own water supplies and take more drastic steps to gather water resources
wherever and however they can. The world will be divided between those who have water to meet their current
and future needs and those who do not — and those who do not will likely face a variety of hardships in years to
come.

As far as growing water needs, just look at what is happening in China right now. Plans are already under way to
build 200 new cities of one million people or more in China. These new cities are expected to be completed in the
next twenty years. Paving the streets and building homes and factories in these new metropolises is one thing...
but finding enough water in China, which has chronic water shortages already, may prove to be far more
challenging.

However, there are ways China and the rest of the world can meet this challenge. The first, as we have already
mentioned, involves education. Right now, in many parts of the world, especially North America, people give

little thought, at least on the consumer level, of how and how much water they use. This must change and can

change best through education.

But second, building owners must view steps and technologies that help reduce water consumption as adding
value to their properties. At one time, many building owners and managers believed that making their facilities
greener and more sustainable was not cost negative.

We are learning now, however, that a green and more sustainable property not only helps building owners save
money but also makes the property more desirable to current and future tenants. This is real — and future —
value for any building owner/manager.

A frequent speaker and author on water conservation issues, Klaus Reichardt is founder and CEO of Waterless
Co. Inc, Vista, Calif. Reichardt founded the company in 1991 with the goal to establish a new market segment in
the plumbing fixture industry with water conservation in mind. The company's key product, the Waterless No-
Flush urinal, works completely without water and was invented by Reichardt.

He is a member of U.S. Green Building Council since 1999 and joined the University of California Santa Barbara
EcoEntrepreneur Advisory Board in 2008. He may be reached at Klaus(@waterless.com

Klaus Reichardt is founder and CEO of Waterless Co. Inc., Vista, Calif. He has been a member of U.S. Green
Building Council since 1999 and the University of California Santa Barbara EcoEntrepreneur Advisory Board.
He may be reached at klaus@waterless.com.

Recent Articles by Klaus Reichardt

Water and Cleaning
Forget Taxes...It's Water We Need To Audit

o (0 Comments
o Add Comment

http://www.sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



Letter to the Editor: Finding Value in Water Conservation | 2012-01-10 | Sustainable Faci... Page 7 of 11

THE ENERGY
MANAGEMENT
SOFTWARE
MINEFIELD

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 1 (@
2:00 P.M. EST

IiNfoe

£0U+cast

Multimedia
e Videos

e Photos
e Podcasts

Videos

Facility

http://www .sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



Letter to the Editor: Finding Value in Water Conservation | 2012-01-10 | Sustainable Faci... Page 8 of 11

Design Flexibility, High Performance,
Energy Efficient and Speed of Construction

.......

More Videos

Photos
Podcasts

GAF

More saving. More doing. >

THE MAGAZINE

http://www.sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



Letter to the Editor: Finding Value in Water Conservation | 2012-01-10 | Sustainable Faci... Page 9 of 11

Sustaimable Facility Magazine

Susiainabie

—Facil

s

GREE Nson

2011 December

Check out the brand new December 2011 content today!

TABLE OF CONTENTS SUBSCRIBE

Sustainable Facility Store

[

Green Facilities: Industrial and Commercial LEED Certification

This GreenSource book is a valuable strategy and planning resource for saving money and energy by
implementing sustainable production and business operations.

More Products
Clear Seas Research

[:I f"'?—— With access to over one million professionals and more than 60 industry-specific publications,
ear o€éas Clear Seas Research offers relevant insights from those who know your industry best. Let us

RESEARCEH - X .
s i i e s CUSTOMIZE @ Market research solution that exceeds your marketing goals.

STAY CONNECTED

Cool Roofing plus

http://www.sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



Letter to the Editor: Finding Value in Water Conservation | 2012-01-10 | Sustainable F...

SFuRtofileks

ROOFING

e The Magazine

@)

O

@)
@)
@)
@)

o

Current Issue
Digital Edition
News
Subscribe
About Us
Contact Us
Advertise

o FEATURES

O O O O O O O O O

o

LEED

Cool Roofing plus

Sustainable Flooring
High-Performance Building Envelopes

Indoor Air Quality

Lighting

Energy

Waste Management/Recycling

Green Cleaning
Water Conservation

e Sectors

o

O O O O O O O O

@)

K-12

Higher Education
Healthcare
Government

Retail and Hospitality
Commercial/Office
Industrial

Institutional
Multifamily Residential
Data Center

o Resources

o

O O O O O O O

@)

Blog

o

GREENbook

EPM Archives

Green Product Buzz Guide
Classifieds & Marketplace
Career Center

SF Store

Clear Seas Research
eNewsletter

White Papers

Products

Events
Multimedia

Podcasts

Page 10 of 11

http://www.sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



Letter to the Editor: Finding Value in Water Conservation | 2012-01-10 | Sustainable F... Page 11 of 11

STuRloffakY 1deos

o Webinars

Sustainable

Facility

Copyright © 2012 BNP Media. All Rights Reserved.
Design, CMS, Hosting & Web Development :: ePublishing.

http://www.sustainablefacility.com/articles/letter-to-the-editor-finding-value-in-water-cons... 1/24/2012



