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Lack of Data Stalls Green Retrofits

Bloomington, IN —June 8, 2010 - The Deutsche Bank Americas

Foundation is funding a database project to help determine the energy

and cost savings that are possible from Green retrofits in major office

buildings.

Green retrofits include such things as installing energy efficient boilers,

lighting fixtures, and windows.

Currently, it is believed these retrofits save energy and reduce costs.
But, according to Gary Hattem, president of the Deutsche Bank
Americas Foundation, “the largest obstacle to making these [retrofit]

practices go mainstream is the lack of data.”
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The data, Hattem believes, can convince building owners that Green
and sustainable retrofits are valuable, save money, and worth the

investment.

“This problem is found in many industries,” says Cynthia Schultz, COO

of Sustainable Dashboard Tools, LLC., a Web-based tool that helps

jansan distributors measure and monitor fuel and energy use and other
data so they can operate in a more sustainable manner and cut costs.
“Everyone suspects there are savings, but there are few measurement

tools available to prove it.”

Other environmental advocates support Schultz’s comments. “There is
almost a universal lack of understanding of energy usage” and the
savings that can result when facilities and businesses become Greener
and more sustainable, according to Peter Falk with the New York

Energy Research and Development Authority.

As to securing building and business financing, Kenneth Horn, a building
developer in New York City, says that if building or business owners can
come “armed with [Green and sustainable] data” when seeking

financing it would “help them get financing and even increase
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financing” because banks could see becoming Green and sustainable

can improve the bottom-line.

The Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation acknowledges that no study
like this has ever been undertaken but believes it is long overdue. “The
goal is to cut through the noise and the rhetoric,” according to a
summary of the project, “and provide a definite link between Green

and sustainable and savings.”
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Stephen Ashkin is available for interviews, presentations, and
commentary on Green Cleaning—related issues, sustainable buildings,
industry trends, and facility management. He can be reached by calling
(812) 332-7950.

About Sustainability Dashboard Tools, LLC

Sustainability Dashboard Tools, LLC, has created new software
technology designed specifically for cleaning professionals. The
company’s CEO is Stephen Ashkin, President of The Ashkin Group and
Executive Director of the Green Cleaning Network; its COO is Cynthia
Schultz.

Sustainability Dashboard Tools' software allows users to measure the
natural resources their businesses use and the greenhouse gas
emissions they generate. Armed with this information, businesses can
make commonsense changes that reduce their impact on the
environment. Such changes save businesses money and make them



more efficient and competitive while also benefiting their facilities,
employees, and local community as well as the environment.
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