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FACILITIES MANAGEMENT SURVEYS

Powr-Flite survey addresses wet/dry vacuums

August 3, 2009—Powr-Flite, manufacturer of wet/dry vacuum cleaners as well as other 
professional cleaning equipment, recently conducted an online survey to find out how 
cleaning professionals use wet/dry vacuums, what features they look for, and their 
likes and dislikes. 

In the survey, participants were asked "When are you most likely to use a wet/dry 
vacuum?" "Refinishing floors" was the choice of 60 percent of the respondents; 14 
percent indicated for cleaning up spills; another 14 percent said they use the 
equipment in carpet cleaning, with the remainder indicating they use wet/dry vacs for 
general cleaning. 

The use of wet/dry vacuums was most common in office buildings (43 percent), 
followed by schools (29 percent), park and recreational facilities (15 percent), and the 
rest in industrial-type locations. 

Other findings included: 

●     Asked how important the power of the machine is, 67 percent noted it was very 
important; 

●     Another majority (73 percent) reported the feature they most appreciate on 
wet/dry vacuums is a 360-degree swivel hose connector; 

●     When asked to select the two biggest problems they have had with wet/dry 
vacuums in the past, the top answers were "hard to maneuver" (36 percent); the 
equipment is too loud (15 percent); inadequate tools (15 percent); and "not 
powerful enough" (11 percent). 

For more information, see the Web site. 
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●     USGBC accepted as first education reviewing body for the Green Building 
Certification Institute

●     American Forest & Paper Association highlights paper recycling case studies
●     ASHRAE research looks energy efficiency and building information modeling
●     BOMA of Chicago unveils nation's first smart grid for commercial office buildings
●     ASTM International committee proposes energy use standard
●     GBCI launches credentialing maintenance program for LEED professionals
●     ISSA's cleaning industry management standard to go green
●     New USGBC headquarters achieves LEED Platinum
●     EcoLogo launches review of hard surface cleaners standard
●     IFMA forms new chapter in Trinidad and Tobago
●     Green Seal proposes revision to standard for industrial, institutional cleaners 
●     ISSA CIMS certification experts now total over 400
●     ASHES Webcasts cover disaster preparedness, infection control, more
●     Green building pioneer named to new Sustainable Building Technology 

Committee
●     Direct Relief International expands hurricane preparedness program for 2009
●     National Governors Association adopts AIA carbon neutral policy
●     Associated Builders and Contractors releases forward-looking construction 

indicator
●     World FM Day to highlight FM contributions to built environment
●     CIBSE, HVCA issue warning on U.K. air conditioning training
●     Task force of real estate pros creates Model Green Lease
●     Green Globe International and Green Seal to work together on global 

sustainability
●     Australia to green its hospitals with new assessment tool
●     USGBC to study which LEED credits best optimize building performance
●     CSI to end support of MasterFormat 95 at the end of this year
●     ASHRAE unveils details of building energy labeling program
●     Pittsburgh offices of Green Building Alliance earn LEED Platinum
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●     Australian Green Star adds tools for healthcare, multi-unit residential facilities
●     New Buildings Institute and AIA propose energy code changes
●     GBCA: Australia's proposed voluntary carbon market good for commercial 

building sector
●     Climate Counts scorecard: Pharmaceuticals top industries in reducing emissions
●     Association for Facilities Engineering becomes ENERGY STAR partner
●     GBCA, PCA support Australia's move toward efficiency, green building
●     CIBSE welcomes new industry diplomas
●     New BOMA 360 Performance Program gives competitive advantage to 

commercial properties
●     AIHA commends OSHA program to protect Recovery Act workers
●     ACGIH, AIHA develop plans for strategic alliance
●     Commercial furniture industry sets "level" certification for furniture sustainability 

standard
●     Institute for Business & Home Safety applauds building code legislation
●     Green Seal announces environmental standard for restaurants, foodservice
●     Eaton Corp. teams with Electrical Safety Foundation International on public 

awareness campaign
●     Healthcare Facilities Consortium creates channel for healthcare FM
●     Construction Specifications Institute launches professional development 

Webinars
●     ASHRAE provides mold and moisture guidance
●     BRE Global, Emirates GBC partner for green building in UAE
●     Clinton Climate Initiative and USGBC announce green urban development 

program
●     New BRE seminars explain U.K.'s Carbon Reduction Commitment program
●     ADA requirements can be ambiguous, says AIA
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●     FM:Interact chosen by DuPont to manage its global real estate portfolio
●     Benchmarking tool from Commercial Buildings used to track energy efficiency of 

Texas schools
●     Steril-Aire UVC lights used by Muskogee Hospital for infection control, green 

benefits
●     Ecologic Analytics tapped for meter data management systems at Austin Energy
●     Solar panels from Concentrix Solar chosen by UC-San Diego
●     Future Lighting Solutions wraps Bangkok Mall in 75,000 red LEDs
●     California pre-approves Project FROG's latest smart building for school 

construction
●     SmithGroup chosen to design interiors of Burgess Group's new HQ
●     CALMAC energy storage boosts LEED score for mixed-use Independence 

Station
●     Ecoclean chosen for daytime cleaning at Debenhams
●     Refinishing Touch selected by InterContinental Hotels to help cut environmental 

impact
●     Siemens wins energy monitoring and metering contract for U.S. Army
●     AT&T saving electricity and cutting emissions with GE Tetra LED lighting system
●     DuPont chooses FM:Systems software to manage its worldwide real estate 

portfolio
●     SGP Property & Facilities Management hired by Punch Taverns to provide FM 

and maintenance helpdesk to more than 8,000 pubs
●     GE chosen for energy-efficient lighting at Kendall-Jackson Winery
●     CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. chosen by state of Michigan as commercial real 

estate provider
●     Balfour Beatty Construction moves FDA construction project forward under 

schedule
●     Wind Cube gets first commercial wind energy installation
●     GE wins $2 million in Federal stimulus money to create smart grid demonstration 

project
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●     KONE wins order to modernize elevators and escalators at LAX airport
●     Acoustiblok sound abatement material chosen to reduce noise at Florida facility
●     ARCADIS to provide FM services for Essent, Enexis
●     Cubellis tapped for sustainable library project in Florida
●     Honeywell helps aging St. Joseph's upgrade facilities, conserve energy
●     Energy Focus Inc. announces new line of energy efficient LED landscape lights
●     KSS designs sustainable facility for Empire Merchants North
●     Veolia Energy provides sustainable services to new skyscrapers in Baltimore
●     ZBB Energy sells energy storage systems to Envinity
●     TAC selects Onset monitoring systems for university building energy audit
●     ADT Security Services chosen for University of Texas parking lots
●     ERS, Inc. chosen for largest solar-sourced HVAC system
●     D-LED provides lighting solution at Yitzhak Rabin Museum in Tel Aviv
●     EMCOR Group wins major London engineering contract
●     Cubellis gets "green" light to preserve Florida school with sustainable design
●     Ecovert's launch in Canada marked with health care facility
●     Honeywell to provide perimeter intrusion detection for 2010 Olympics and 

Paralympics
●     Schindler Elevator wins Pittsburgh's North Shore connector project
●     UGL Unicco wins custodial contracts with Boston and Miami airports
●     FM:Systems to streamline facility operations at University of Texas Health 

Science Center
●     Trendway to provide furniture for Premier healthcare organization
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 SEARCH NEWS:     
 over 10,000 FM articles
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NEWS

   
      Surveys

●     Powr-Flite survey addresses wet/dry vacuums
●     IFMA study examines office temperature complaints, FM responses
●     Survey shows that eco-friendly retailers are enjoying better-than-average growth
●     Research: Lack of coordination between IT and FM may hinder energy cost 

reductions
●     BRE research highlights benefits of low-carbon buildings
●     BuildingSMART alliance, McGraw-Hill Construction to take industry-wide BIM 

survey
●     Survey finds 35 percent increase in 2008 green roof installations
●     IBM global survey shows gap in sustainability strategies
●     VoiceNation survey: Companies lack voice communication continuity plans
●     Living Cities report: Sustainability is a top priority for many city leaders
●     Architectural Billings Index falls again in April after March surge
●     Survey: K-12 school districts fighting security breaches
●     Security Executive Council survey finds budget crunches in security 

departments
●     IFMA / Johnson Controls survey shows growing interest in energy efficiency, but 

barriers to investment
●     Surveyed small business owners say savings are not the top reason for going 

green
●     Leonardo Academy announces 2009 survey of LEED-EB costs, benefits
●     Survey: building security important to Americans, says SFPE
●     U.K. employees say they want to help their companies save money and energy
●     Confidence Index shows gains for construction and contracting
●     Flor carpet survey: carpet VOCs unknown to Americans; most throw away old 

carpet
●     AASA survey: School security a major concern
●     Green Building Survey shows broad support for green construction
●     Survey from Allianz Global Investors sees optimism for green investment
●     Survey finds workplace violence is a top security concern
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●     CoreNet/JLL survey: Companies focus on energy, sustainability to reduce costs
●     2008 Black & Veatch electric utilities survey shows system reliability a top 

concern
●     Survey: Green buildings a top priority for commercial real estate
●     Report: Green building market could triple by 2013
●     Energy Pulse survey shows both awareness and confusion about renewable 

energy
●     Survey: One-fifth of companies have not tested business continuity plans
●     APPA/ISSA study shows college cleanliness affects learning
●     New AIA survey shows gains in architecture compensation
●     Utility customers more interested in saving money than in green investment
●     FMLink, USGBC, BOMA and AFE announce major energy-savings survey
●     National survey shows barely half of US companies going green
●     Commercial real estate markets not rebounding yet, index finds
●     Small businesses not prepared for power outages, survey finds
●     AIA Billings Index gives hints of recovery
●     Survey shows manufacturers see green initiatives as good for business
●     Indoor air quality important to facility care providers, survey finds
●     Deloitte survey: competitive advantages outweigh costs of green retrofits
●     FM Topics-of-Interest Survey
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