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Truck-Mount Vs. Vehicle-Powered Carpet
Machines
By Stephen Hanig — posted 09/16/2010

Visit the Carpet Care Section of the ISSA
Bookstore!

Get the latest, most cutting-edge resources out there on specific
cleaning applications such as carpet and hard-floor care at the ISSA
Bookstore. You'll find training manuals, DVDs, books, and software
programs designed to teach you and your staff best practices and
techniques for cleaning, and more!

And now we have a new, easy-to-use, quick, and secure Self-Serve
Web portal for browsing and purchasing our valuable educational
resources. Start shopping now!

Here’s the good news: For the most part, the U.S. carpet cleaning
industry has been experiencing a significant rebound from the recent
economic crisis. Manufacturers, distributors, and carpet cleaning
technicians report business has increased—in some cases, significantly.


http://issa.com/?m=dir
http://issa.com/?m=news
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://issa.com/
http://issa.com/?m=articles&lg=
http://issa.com/?m=articles&lg=&category=135
http://issa.com/?m=articles&lg=&category=82
http://issa.com/?m=articles&event=view&id=3552&page=1&category=82
http://www.issa.com/bookstore
http://www.issa.com/bookstore
https://www.issa.com/bookstore

Because of this, some technicians that have been holding onto older
carpet cleaning tools and equipment are now looking to buy or lease
new machines. And, when it comes to selecting a truck mount carpet
extractor—the technician’s bread and butter—it is a major decision and
an expensive one as well.

When selecting a truck mount extractor, one must choose between a
slide-in machine, which is more traditional, and a vehicle-powered unit,
sometimes referred to as a clutch-drive system (CDS), which is a newer
technology. Both types have similar cleaning capabilities, are produced
by different manufacturers, and have pros and cons. The following is
designed to explain the benefits of each type of machine so users can
make more informed selections.

Slide-In Systems

Slide-in truck mounts, as the name implies, are designed to “slide” into
a van’s cargo space and fasten to the vehicle. A slide-in unit comes with
its own power supply and has its own water and recovery tanks. Some
key benefits of slide-in systems are:

o They can be installed in most models of new or old vans.

o They are manufactured in a wide range of sizes and cleaning
powers.

o Although it is not common to do so, they can be moved from one
van to another if, for instance, a new van is purchased.

A possible disadvantage of slide-in systems, and the reason many
technicians give serious consideration to a vehicle-powered unit, is
maintenance requirements on some models. Slide-in truck mounts
require regular maintenance, similar to any high-performance machine.
This includes lubrication, tuning, winterization, etc.

Vehicle-Powered Systems

A vehicle-powered truck mount/CDS uses the van’s engine for power.
Via a clutch drive system, power is transferred from the vehicle’s power
train to the truck mount. Essentially, the truck mount and the vehicle
become a single carpet cleaning unit.

The benefits are that this system is strong, powerful, and quiet. The
van’s idling engine, even if idling faster than it normally would, is still
often quieter than a slide-in truck mount. Additionally, the inside of the
van does not heat up as it does with a slide-in truck mount.

Also, extra room is available within the van for equipment, tanks, and
hose reels. The system typically sits right behind the van’s driver and
passenger seats with the drive mechanisms installed between the two
seats. Other pluses include:

o Less maintenance is necessary. Distributors and service reps
often report this is the main reason technicians select a vehicle-
powered system over a slide-in.



o Overall, a vehicle-powered system is easier to use and to train
staff how to use.
o No chokes or throttles are required for operation.
o The equipment weighs less than a slide-in, and weight distribution
within the van is improved.
It can be operated with the vehicle completely locked and secure. This
makes a vehicle-powered system a good choice for night work or
working in questionable neighborhoods.
The primary disadvantage of a vehicle-powered system is that it may
require the purchase of a new van, and some units work best in specific
models.

What About Heat?

Most truck mount units heat water/cleaning solution. They will have
either heat exchangers or a diesel or propane heater on board. The
reason for this is simple. Heat improves the effectiveness of cleaning
chemicals. It is one of the four key components of cleaning, which are
temperature, agitation, chemical, and time.

What About Fuel Costs?

Which type is the most fuel efficient? This can be hard to estimate
because there are so many variables involved—from the size of the
equipment to the van. Some vehicle-powered systems now have a new
generation of power train/drive technology that has successfully lowered
fuel consumption, and others have developed new electronic speed
control systems that also help reduce fuel consumption. Manufacturers
of both slide-ins and vehicle-powered truck mounts are always looking
for new ways to reduce fuel consumption and make them more efficient
and high performing.

Related Video
Check out this video where Bob Merkt discusses the benefits of|floor
care. Watch it now.

Stephen Hanig has been involved with the professional
cleaning industry for more than 20 years. He currently
serves as vice president of sales for U.S. Products and
HydraMaster, manufacturers of portable and truck-
mount cleaning equipment. He can be reached through
the Web sites www.usproducts.com and

www.hydramaster.com.
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ISSA/INTERCLEAN
Orlando 2010
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Registration & Housing Is
Now Open!

The ONE SHOW for the cleaning Issn j .
industry is now the ONE SHOW INTEH clEnN
that is ALL ABOUT YOU! From the g

seminars created from your
NORTH AMERICA

suggestions to the customized
dashboard you unlock upon NOVEMBER 9-12, 2010 - ORLANDO, FL - USA
registering, you'll find exactly what

you need at ISSA/INTERCLEAN North America 2010. Download

the convention brochure.

Whether you're interested in meeting the top
suppliers, finding new customers, staying ahead of
industry trends, or networking with peers, this
event matches you to new opportunities—and

much more!

_ NEW The Building Service Contractors Association
- International (BSCAI) Annual Convention will co-
g =AFISIN ) )
locate for the first time.

NEW Keynote by former British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

NPTA will sponsor the DistriPak Pavilion on the
trade show floor.

ISSA/INTERCLEAN events are brought to you by:
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ISSA Video Sharing Policy

° ISSA Educational Quick Clip (EQC) video files are the exclusive property of ISSA and are intended for
exclusive access and posting on ISSA.com. Such video files may not be shared with any outside party or
Web site without the express approval of the Director of Web Communications.

o] On occasion and upon request, ISSA may elect to provide third-party Web sites with customized
artwork and links to ISSA.com where EQC videos may be viewed. Approval to provide such links may
only be provided by the Director of Web Communications.

° Educational videos listed for sale in the ISSA Bookstore may not be shared with any outside party or Web site
without the express approval of ISSA. While segments of such videos may be made available for promotional
use, the sharing of segments on third-party Web sites is at the sole discretion of ISSA and is evaluated on an
as-requested basis.

° ISSA.com may also feature videos that are provided by a third-party, which, in most cases, retains all
ownership rights. Such third-party videos may not be shared with any outside party or Web site under any
circumstances. Should a third-party request permission to use a third-party video, they should be directed to
contact the third-party video provider.

° ISSA promotional videos, such as those in support of ISSA/INTERCLEAN trade shows, the ISSA Cleaning
Industry Management Standard, and other association programs and services are generally available to
third-party Web sites on an as-requested basis. All requests shall be forwarded to the Director of Web
Communications for approval.

o In cases where ISSA has granted permission for third-party Web sites to post a specific ISSA promotional
video or segment of an ISSA educational video, the following must accompany the video:
o] An ISSA-approved description of the video content
o) A description of ISSA, The Worldwide Cleaning Industry Association
o] A link to either www.issa.com/tv or to the association-specific program or event featured in the
shared video (e.g., a link to the ISSA/INTERCLEAN trade show page on ISSA.com)
° Videos may not be used or posted in any manner that, in the sole discretion of ISSA, discredits the

association or tarnishes its goodwill and reputation; violates the rights of ISSA or others; violates any law,
regulation, or public policy; or mischaracterizes the relationship between ISSA and the user, including use of
the videos that might be reasonably construed as an endorsement, approval, or sponsorship by ISSA of the
user, the user’s business, or organization, or the user’s products or services.

o Use or posting of an ISSA video or video segment shall create no rights for users in or to the video outside of
the limited approval as provided by ISSA. The videos shall remain at all times the exclusive intellectual
property of ISSA. ISSA shall have the right, from time-to-time to request samples of use of the video from
which it may determine compliance with the terms and conditions of this policy. ISSA reserves the right to
withdraw permission to use or post a video at any time and at the sole discretion of the association.

This policy is effective as of August 25, 2010.

ISSA®

7373 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincolnwood, IL 60712-1799 USA
800-225-4772 (North America) or 847-982-0800 e Fax: 847-982-1012
E-mail: info@issa.com e Web site: www.issa.com
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