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What's Your Water IQ?
Posted January 8, 2008 9:49 AM by Mark Piepkorn

Related Categories: Nature & Nurture, Product Talk 

The folks who make Waterless No-Flush urinals (we've had 

one in our office since 1998) have been distributing the 

following quiz.

"Large areas of western United States and 

even parts of Canada are either in a drought 

or have received considerably less rainfall 

than normal. It has not yet been determined 

if this is simply a temporary weather trend 

or signs of a climate change. Nonetheless, 

Waterless Co LLC believes everyone needs 

to become more water-conscious. 

Understanding where and how we use water 

is often the first step in saving this precious 

resource. (All statistics are derived from 

various reliable studies or from U.S. state 

and local government water district Web 

sites.)"

1.  A small drip from a leaky home or 

office faucet can waste about how 

many gallons of water per year?

●     100

●     1500

●     3000

●     Negligible

2.  Switching to low-flow showerheads in 

homes and gym locker rooms can 

save about how much water per 

minute?

●     One gallon

●     Four gallons

●     Six gallons

●     More than eight gallons

3.  On average, low-flow sink faucets 

can save about how much water per 

use?

●     One gallon

●     Two to three gallons
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●     Four to five gallons

●     More than five gallons per 

minute

4.  A leaky toilet can waste how many 

gallons of water?

●     As much as four thousand 

gallons per day

●     More than four thousand 

gallons per year

●     About one thousand gallons 

per month

●     About one thousand gallons 

per year

5.  A waterless urinal can save how 

much water per year?

●     As much as 10,000 gallons

●     As much as 25,000 gallons

●     As much as 50,000 gallons

●     As much as 40,000 gallons

6.  On average, how much of our water 

use is for landscaping?

●     As much as 25 percent

●     As much as 30 percent

●     As much as 70 percent

●     As much as 40 percent

7.  An office has 250 males who use 10 

urinals about three times per day. If 

waterless urinals are installed, how 

much can this typical office save in 

sewer and water costs per year?

●     About $500 per year

●     About $1500 per year

●     About $2000 per year

●     About $3000 per year

8.  Which of the following countries has 

the highest average per capita water 

consumption per day?

●     United States

●     Canada

●     France

●     England

Answers:

1.  3000 (source: Dalton, GA Utilities)

2.  Four gallons (source: Midland Power 

Cooperative, Jefferson, IA)

3.  Two to three gallons (source: Wright 

Jean Ascoli says, “With the 

exception of the discussion of 

commodity fuel costs, which 

obliquely addresses the 

question...” More... 
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Design, Philadelphia, PA)

4.  As much as two hundred gallons per 

day (source: U.S. EPA)

5.  As much as 40,000 gallons of water 

per year (source: Waterless No-Flush 

Urinals)

6.  As much as 70 percent (various 

sources)

7.  About $3,000 per year (source: 

Waterless No-Flush Urinals)

8.  Canada (currently most sources say 

Canada)
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